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May 12, 2004 ?f(

To: John Masswohi
Canadian Embassy
501 Pennsyivania Ave N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20001 ﬁ//\/ 09/0 /‘rayd

Ce. Docket Management Branch

E&ﬁmmmm Docket Ao pa & ©O2JC

Subject  FDA ~ USDA - Bioterrorism Rules for Transporting meat and food stuffs through the US and
how It impacts us here on Campobelio Isiand, NB, Canada.

Dear Sir.

A ile histy about aur store and how & warks when & comas 1 getting goods. We have for the past 12
yoars vavelad rain or shine from Carmpobelo bsierxd 1 Seint John, NB, Canaxda t pick up our stk and
et on the seme day. 1t thkes about 12 howrs 1 do the entire run. We have aiways besn bonded at the
US Border at Calals, Maine. The truck was than inspectsd and sent on is way o Campobelio Isiand.

How the rules impect us. Prior Notice — This is very time consuming, we have 1000 itams that have to
be looked up on the FDA website to find FDA codes for, and then the compsany names, addrossas and
zip cudes or postal codes for each Rem must all be entared. Some Bmes there is just one of @
particular item, and nol a case, that we may be trensporting. On average there are 800 tems per
week, that is 800 individual pieces of paper at 1cent @ sheet, this is a $6.00 beginning cost. The person
doing the Prior Notics charges $2.50 at lsast per item, this is approximately $1500.00 a week. This Is
additional to the existing cost of ransit through Maine with our Goods: $100.00 annually for the decal
and the cost of US Customs and Border Patrol processing the bond and the cost of the bond itself. As

. for as | can sea theas costs cannot be passed on fo the consumer. We are just a Mom and Pop
oparation and 1 is defintaly ot cont effective and is time consumiag, ot only t us, but to the Customs
and Border Patrol agents as well.

The whole concept of the FDA Prior Notice is to reguiste all imported foods. We appreciate that food
supplies need o be safe-gusrded in these troudled times. However decause of our geographical
location, a Canadian community separstd from the rast of Canada by the stale of Maine, It raises
other issues. It doss not address the instances where the goods are being transported through, not
imported intp the US. Maine highways are the only land route as well as the only permanent route
connecting our island to mainland Canada. Campobelio Island has always had very sirong ties to the
US, not only because we depend on Maine for many reasons, but also because a lot of our residents
are Ametican-bom. It aiso seems sppropriate o add that for many years we have proudly been
President Franidin D Roosevelt's "Beioved island.”
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How I soive this problem?

Shipments bound for Campobeiio Island would continue using ihe in-bond as before with the parmits
issued to ship beef and bee! products, involces from the wholesale outiets and other suppilers, bm_'g:
frucks would be inspectad and saaled in 5t Staphen, NB, Camda_bycmcmm.
wmbmmbdnd:dbyCummemmmLum.m,MQuM&
befora Carnpobelio island, to see that & b in good onder, Acnpyafheh—bundaouﬁnnha

back to Caisis Customs arxi Border Pato) 80 the ageris there woukl know that the shipment has
successfidly isft the US. This would be 8 cost effective and simple methad of regulsting food tansport
where imponation igws aren't Tuly necesssyy.

Thank you for your time.
Very Reapacthully,
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