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Dext Dr. Ellwood:

The Soyfoods Council appreciates the opportu nity to offer additional information related to the
peti ian, Authorization of a health claim for nonounsaturated fatty acids from olive oil and
cor, ary heart disease, submitted by the Noinh American Olive Oil Association on August 28,
2001,

Ths 3oyfoods Council is a national organizatim with its mission to increase the national
aws teness of soyfoods by building the categoty for mainstream consumers. Our members
inc} de large, medium and small soyfood marnifacturers in addition to state soybean boards

In il : petition, the North American Olive Oil Association provided a compelling case for a

qua ified bealth claim for monounsaturated fatly acids (MUFA) and the protection against

corc¢ tary heart disease. Tt is well documented that diets rich in MUFA, in particular oleic acid,
favc rably Jower blood and LDL-cholesterol w: thout lowering HDL cholesterol.

Wh {z olive oil provides a sigpificant source ¢i'MUFA, canola, sunflower and safflower oils

pro 1de nearly as high or higher levels of MUI'A in the form of oleic acid, and should likewise be
able ‘io carry the qualified health claim. Additonally, through traditional breeding methods and
biot :chmology, new oils are emerging and will soon be available in the marketplace. These oils
incl 1de mid-oleic and high-oleic soybean oils that contain similar levels of MUFA and, therefore,
shot .d also qualify for the claim. We hape thar the MUFA claim, if approved, will be allowed for
all cils that meet the set criteria to qualify for its use.

The $oyfoods Council appreciates the opportinity to provide our perspective on this important
labc |ing initiative.
S 5E)
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Exe :utive Director
The {oyfoods Council
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