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January 13, 2004

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061

Rockville, MD 20852

RE:  
DOCKET NO. 2003N-0496, FOOD LABELING: HEALTH CLAIMS; DIETARY GUIDANCE, REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF 60 DAYS IN COMMENT PERIOD
The Council for Responsible Nutrition (CRN), representing mainstream manufacturers of dietary ingredients and finished dietary supplement products, hereby requests an extension of 60 days in the time permitted for submission of comments on the above-noted docket concerning Food Labeling: Health Claims for conventional human foods and dietary supplements.  This would extend the comment period to late March.  

The 60-day comment period is currently scheduled to close on January 26, 2004.  Due to the complexity of this issue, CRN does not believe this is sufficient time to fully develop a meaningful response.  As a trade association CRN relies upon its membership for feedback and direction when addressing issues that greatly affect the supplement industry.  Publication of the ANPR just prior to Thanksgiving with a comment period spanning the holiday season made it extremely difficult to solicit comments and guidance from CRN members.  We feel that an issue of such importance deserves a well-developed response from the industry in order to provide the agency with the most useful comments.

We remain committed to be of assistance to FDA in finalizing and implementing appropriate regulation that will raise the bar for the entire dietary supplement industry.   In order to provide that assistance, we respectfully request an additional 60 days to fully evaluate alternatives and to prepare appropriate comments.  

Respectfully,
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Annette Dickinson, Ph.D.

President

cc: Bill Hubbard, Christine Taylor, Paulette Gaynor
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