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SNACK FOOD
ASSOCIATION





October 9, 2003

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane

Room 1061

Rockville, MD 20852

Re:
Docket No. 03N-0076; Food Labeling: Trans Fatty Acids in Nutrition Labeling, Consumer Research to Consider Nutrient Content and Health Claims and Possible Footnote or Disclosure Statement 

(July 11, 2003)


Dear Sir or Madam:

The Snack Food Association (SFA) appreciates this opportunity to offer comments concerning the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR), Food Labeling: Trans Fatty Acids in Nutrition Labeling, Consumer Research to Consider Nutrient Content and Health Claims and Possible Footnote or Disclosure Statement published in the Federal Register on July 11, 2003.

The Snack Food Association is an international trade association representing snack food manufacturers and suppliers. SFA membership includes smaller regionally based snack food companies in addition to large national branded snack food manufacturers.  Retail sales of snack foods in the U.S. total more than $30 billion annually.


FOOTNOTE STATEMENT

SFA applauds FDA for its consideration and decision to revisit the proposed 

footnote statement in question.  The body of knowledge now available from recent 

consumer studies regarding confusion on the use of any footnote statement underscores the need for caution with regard to this proposal.

With respect to the suggested footnote statements, that is the subject of this 

public comment, SFA respectfully requests that FDA reject the addition of any footnote 

statements.  SFA concludes that the consumer study results and the fact that the demand 

for these statements is unprecedented would only lead to further consumer confusion on the dietary intake of fat and cholesterol and would undermine FDA’s ultimate goals of nutrition education.

NUTRIENT CONTENT CLAIMS

Instead of mandating a footnote, FDA can achieve its goal of reducing the intake of fats through the means of nutrient content claims, health claims and dietary guidance statements about trans fat, saturated fat and cholesterol.  The agency should suggest 

dietary guidance statements regarding trans fat, saturated fat and cholesterol that food 

manufacturers can use on product labels.  The industry already offers many food products 

with reduced trans fat and is in the process of reducing trans fat even further in a variety 

of products. 



SFA supports the agency’s idea of the trans fat nutrient content claim, “trans fat free,” which was proposed by FDA in 1999.  Under that proposed definition, in order to qualify for a claim of “trans fat free,” a food must contain less than 0.5 grams of trans fat and less than 0.5 grams of saturated fat per serving. 

SFA believes that if FDA establishes a footnote or disclosure statement accompanying a nutrient content claim about trans fat, saturated fat and/or cholesterol such a statement should be optional, not mandatory.  Requiring such a disclosure statement is unnecessary, because it is implied in the nutrient content claim.  Mandating the disclosure statement also may prevent some foods with limited label space from using the nutrient content claim.

FNB  REPORT

In SFA’s Request for Extension of Comment Period letter to FDA, dated 

September 22, 2003, it was noted that it is important that FDA wait for the Food and 

Nutrition Board (FNB) report on the uses of the Dietary Reference Intake (DRI) before 

incorporating changes to the nutrition labeling regulations.  The FNB report is expected 

to work out the details for developing label reference values and other information for the 

nutrients that have no dietary recommended intakes, such as trans fat.  It seems practical 

for FDA to wait until the FNB Committee Report becomes available in order to utilize 

the important reference value information contained within it. 

SFA suggests the FDA not act prematurely without the benefit of the FNB report.  Such action by the FDA could subject the snack food industry to successive changes in food labeling in a short period of time, resulting in substantial costs to the snack food industry.  Also, such multiple changes to the label could confuse the consumer.  By waiting for the FNB report, FDA could mandate a one-time label change.   

SFA is committed to the development of a food labeling policy that enhances consumer understanding of current recommendations for healthful dietary practices.  SFA looks forward to working with the agency on the trans fat and other labeling issues and would be pleased to discuss any of the points made in these comments.






Sincerely,
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James A. McCarthy

President and CEO
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