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July 8, 2003
Via Email: fdadockets@oc.fda.gov


[ Hard copy by mail ]

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

U.S. Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061

Rockville, Maryland 20852

U.S.A

To whom it may concern:

The following comments are being submitted in response to the FDA proposal of May 9, 2003 titled “Establishment and Maintenance of Records Under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002”.

We are dedicated to taking all possible preventative measures, which will assure high standards of quality, sanitation, and safety.  We have always taken steps to safeguard our food; carefully screening employees, and sources of incoming food supplies.  Since Sept. 11th we have taken further steps, which include: hiring additional food security professionals and taking special steps to assure the integrity of the carts of food boarded on aircrafts.

Cara Operations Limited is a very complex operation handling thousands of menu ingredients, from hundreds of suppliers, hundreds of menu items per day, using thousands of different ingredients for more than 50 airlines.  Each airline has its own menus, and the menu varies depending on the class of service and the destination.

I believe that the proposed FDA requirement is very impractical (if not impossible), for our industry, and it will not prevent a food borne terrorist attack.  There is a possibility that the record keeping may improve the ability to trace the cause, in the unlikely event of an occurrence, however, it may not be any more effective than using the current record keeping.

In summary, Cara believes these proposed requirements are onerous, unnecessary, and we strongly urge the Secretary to reconsider this proposal as written, and withdraw or significantly modify it.

Yours truly,

Cara Operations Limited

Edward G. Jamieson

Chief Operating Officer

Airport Services Division

Cc
Debbie Chuckman

