JOHN MUIR MEDICAL CENTER
SUBJECT REUSE OF DISPOSABLE ITEMS

 
MANUAL CENTRAL PROCESSING  


SECTION STERILIZATION BASIC    


PURPOSE: To determine how long commercially prepared sterile items are considered sterile  after distribution. To ascertain when items marked "single-use" will be reprocessed.

POLICY:  

Items previously packaged and issued to the operating rooms or similar departments, may be returned unused to the Central Processing area for redistribution.  Before such items are accepted into the preparation or storage area, the integrity of the packaging must be re-assessed.  Items that have been damaged will be disposed.  All other items, will be unwrapped and/or reprocessed through the decontamination area if appropriate.  All items prepared commercially that are clearly marked "STERILE " are considered sterile unless:


1. The package is damaged or torn.


2. The item clearly looks suspicious as to its integrity.


3. The item is sent through the decontamination area.


4. The heat seal is broken.


5. The item is wet or bloody.


6. The items is outdated.

REPROCESSING OF STERILE ITEMS:

Commercially prepared items labeled  "STERILE DO NOT REUSE" that were opened, will  NOT BE RE-STERILIZED unless the company that manufactured and originally sterilized the item gives the following reprocessing information in writing:


a). The cleaning, packaging, and method of sterilization and aeration procedure, along with sterilization 
temperatures and times.


b). The company accepts the responsibility for the integrity and safety of the items the items being sterilized.

REUSE OF SINGLE-USE ITEMS:

Any devices labeled for "SINGLE-USE ONLY", which are considered noncritical (i.e. non-invasive), will be reviewed by the management of Central Processing department, to determine if reuse is possible.  

The review process to determine reuse will be as follows:

1. Determination of device handling and functional use.

2. Material compatibility and potential for contamination.

3. Cost of reprocessing.

3. Written decontamination and reprocessing protocol.

4. In-service of employees.

5. Periodic quality review of reprocessed items.

If it is the determinate that the Single-Use Only item is too costly for reprocessing, there is a material incompatibility with the decontamination process or the device is considered invasive as to function, it will not be reprocessed.  The requesting department will be notified as to this decision and the item will be returned or discarded.
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