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In May 2001, investigators from Columbia’s National Institute for the Supervision of Medications and Food discovered a thriving drug business in Bogotá. What they originally thought was a cocaine or heroin factory instead turned out to be a factory producing the flu drug Dristan and Ponstan 500, a painkiller made by Pfizer. The Columbian official in charge of the investigation said the pills contained boric acid, cement, floor wax, talcum powder and yellow paint with high levels of lead, all in an effort to replicate the drugs genuine appearance. This is not an isolated incident.

Medical product manufacturers and pharmaceutical companies spend millions of dollars every year to create some of the world’s most sophisticated products and drugs.  Often, however, the quality and integrity of packaging is overlooked. Companies are feeling the financial and social pressures to raise the sophistication of their packaging and coding to ensure consumer confidence and safety, while mitigating industry risks of product liability and negligence. New regulations require heightened effort, therefore the FDA should ensure, if they are creating guidelines for bar-coding, that they consider all product tagging and tracking implications.  Going forward it is of the utmost importance to have standard barcode regulations, but there should also be some layered measure to ensure authenticity and establish the basis for tightening controls over time on product distribution and counterfeiting.

