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The Malaysian Palm Oil Industry wishes to congratulate the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences on the timely release of the report entitled ``Dietary Reference Intakes for Energy, Carbohydrate, Fiber, Fat, Fatty Acids, Cholesterol, Protein and Amino Acids''. 

Of particular interest to the Industry is the conclusion of the Expert Panel on the positive linear trend between trans fatty acid intake and total and low-density lipoprotein-cholesterol (LDL-C) concentration. The conclusion is consistent with the findings of other recent scientific reports establishing relationship between the intake of trans fat and increased risk for coronary heart disease. The Industry notes that the Expert Panel further concluded that scientific evidence would suggest a tolerable upper intake level (UL) of zero for trans fat.

While the Expert Panel opted not to propose a UL of zero at this time, it emphasized that consumers nevertheless need to limit trans fat in their diets and recommended ``that trans fat consumption be as low as possible while consuming a nutritionally adequate diet.''

It is gratifying to note that FDA recognizes that information on the trans fat content of foods needs to be available on food labels despite the absence of a UL to set a Daily Value (%DV) for trans fat that is consistent with other labeled nutrients. The Industry applauds this move by FDA.

In the absence of a UL for trans fat at this time, the proposal by FDA to require an asterisk in the % DV column for trans fat when it is listed, and that is tied to the asterisk at the bottom of the Nutrition Facts box and that is followed by the statement ‘‘Intake of trans fat should be as low as possible’’ is appropriate. The footnote information as proposed is consistent with IOM/NAS recommendation and is in tandem with other public health recommendations in the US and elsewhere that define healthful diets as low in trans fat. The proposed information on the label will therefore provide guidance to consumers when using the quantitative information on the labels to help maintain healthy dietary practices. Hence the proposal without amendments is strongly supported by the Malaysian Palm Oil Industry.
In supporting the proposal, the Industry would also like to refer to Section 2(b) of the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act of 1990 (the 1990 amendments) (Public Law 101-535) that states that the Secretary of Health and Human Services, and by delegation FDA, shall require the declaration of nutrients ``be conveyed to the public in a manner which enables the public to readily observe and comprehend such information and to understand its relative significance in the context of a total daily diet.'' Such intent can only be achieved by listing trans fat as a line item on its own on the label. To do otherwise will be confusing to the consumers.
The Malaysian Palm Oil Industry also strongly support FDA’s proposal for mandatory declaration of trans fat content as a separate line item within the Nutrition Facts panel.

The Malaysian Palm Oil Industry wishes to thank the FDA for the opportunity.
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