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July 12, 2002

Ms. Mary Gross

Office of Drug Safety

Center for Drug Evaluation and Research

Food and Drug Administration

5600 Fishers Lane, rm. 15B-32

Rockville, MD  20857

Dear Ms. Gross:

The Coalition for Healthcare eStandards, Inc. (CHeS) is comprised of some of the largest group purchasing organizations in health care and several e-commerce companies serving hospitals and the health care industry, which have joined forces to adopt and promote uniform industry data standards for supply chain transactions over the Internet.

I am writing this letter to confirm that CHeS would actively support any government initiative to require bar code labels on institutionally administered drugs, biologicals, and medical devices.  CHeS is focused on driving the use of a standard product numbering scheme for medical/surgical commodities and devices that will serve as the basis for any bar code requirements in the future.  While we feel strongly that the required use of bar code labeling will achieve increased patient safety, we also know that their successful use is dependent on the use of standard product numbering for these products throughout the industry.  We strongly believe that all hospital-administered drugs and biologicals ought to feature bar code labels with the Universal Product Number (UPN) as the standard industry identifier at every package level, especially at the unit-dose level. 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer our perspective on this important healthcare quality and cost management issue.  We look forward to working with you to achieve the patient safety improvements through the use of standard product numbering and the resulting bar code implementations.

Sincerely, 

[image: image2.jpg]Qhm, A4




Joe Pleasant

Chairman

Coalition for Healthcare eStandards, Inc.

Coalition for Healthcare eStandards, Inc.

3300 Washtenaw Avenue, Suite 222

Ann Arbor, MI  48104

Ph:  734-677-3300

Fax:  734-677-6622
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