July 16, 2002

Richard M. Johnson

Abbott Laboratories

Dear Richard:

As you know, FDA is holding a public meeting to solicit comments on the regulatory initiative that will propose to require the placement of barcodes on human drugs and biological products.  The meeting will be held on Friday, July 26 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at William H. Natcher Conference Center, Building 45, National Institutes of Health (NIH) campus, 45 Center Drive in Bethesda, MD.  You have been selected to appear on the regulated industry panel.  In addition to PhRMA, other panel members will include representatives from  GPhA, AABB, CHPA, ADVAMED and HLC (Healthcare Leadership Coalition).  Your panel will begin at 12:15 p.m. and last until 1:50 p.m.   Panelists will be questioned by a government panel and timing has also been allotted to allow for questions from the audience.  Meeting registration will begin at 8:00 a.m. outside the auditorium. Please plan on arriving at the meeting as early as possible on Friday. 

This letter serves as confirmation that your organization will participate as part of the regulated industry panel.

A Federal Register Notice published on June 18, 2002.  In the Federal Register Notice, FDA asked for specific feedback on a number of very targeted questions.  Presentations should be focused solely on responding to these questions.  Presentation time for each panelist will be limited to 10 minutes.  During the meeting, we will have to strictly adhere to the specified timeframes because of the very significant interest in speaking about this issue.

If you are spending the night, we suggest the following hotels that are within the greater Bethesda area:

Holiday Inn Select – Bethesda

877-888-3001

30 652 2000

8120 Wisconsin Avenue

Four Points by Sheraton – Bethesda

301-654-1000

800-325-3535

8400 Wisconsin Avenue

American Inn of Bethesda

301-656-9300

1-800-323-7081

Parking is extremely limited on the NIH campus; there are also strict security measures in place for anyone driving on campus.  We strongly suggest you take Metro (Red Line – Medical Center stop) or stay within walking or shuttle bus distance of the conference center.  The Natcher Conference Center is a 5 minute walk from the Medical Center Station on the Red Line.  The Metro is also accessible from Washington National Airport.

Once again, thank you for agreeing to participate in this important meeting.  

We are looking forward to seeing you on July 26, 2002.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Gross

Senior Policy Analyst

Office of Drug Safety

Center for Drug Evaluation

  and Research

