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● Ml Ranch
Bakersfield, California

A food is adultcra[cd under Section 402(a)(4) of the Act “if it has been prepared, packed, or
held under insanitary conditions... whereby it may have been rendered injurious to health. ” As
it applies in this case, “insanitary conditions” means that you hold animals which arc
ultimately offered for sale for slaughter as food under conditions which are so inadequate that
mcdicatcd animals bearing possibly harmful drug residues arc Iikcly to enter the food supply.
For example, our investigator noted the following:

1.

2*

3.

● 4.

s.

You lack an adequate systcm for determining the
slaugh[er,

medication status of animals you offer for

You lack an wlcquatc systcm for assuring that animals to which you administer medication
have been wi[hhcld from slaughter for appropriate @ods of time to dcplctc potentially
hazardous residues of drugs.

You lack an adq.mtc systcm for assuring animals have been trctitcd only with dtugs which
have been tippruvd for usc in their class of animal or species.

YOU lii~k tin wkquatc sys[cm for assuring that drugs nrc USC(Jin n nwnncr not contrary to
the directions contdiml in Ihcir Iiikling.

You lack an i]dcquilt~ systcm for determining h.u qual]tilics of drugs arc being nccountcd

for to prewnt [he possible overdosing of animals
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e A.JB Ranch
Bakcrsfick!, California

We request that you take prompt action to ensure that dairy cows and calves which you offer
for sale as human food will not be aduhcratcd with drugs or contain illegal residues.

Intrcxlucing adultcriitcd foods into interstate commcrcc is a violation of Section 301(a) of the
Act,

Causing the aduitcraticm of drugs after rcccipt in interstate commcrcc is a viola[ion of Section

301(k) of the Act.

You should bc aware that it is not ncccssary for you to have personally shipped an adulterated
animal into interstate commcrcc to bc responsible for a violation of [hc Act. The fact that you
offered an adultcmtcd i~nimal to be slaughtered into food for human consumption where it was
held for sale in intcrstmc commcrcc is rnufflcicnt to make you responsible for violations of the
Act.

Your firm has established a history of offering animals for sale for human food usc which have

●
been found to bc itdul[criitd with drug residues. According to USDA analytical reports

during the period of June 28, 1989, through April 9, 1997, your firm sold ninctccn cows and
three cnlves which cont;~incd violative Icvcls of sulfamctlmzinc, oxytctrucyclinc, pcnlcillin,

gentarnjcin, tctrucyclinc, ml streptomycin. An inspection WM conducted of your dairy on

March 23 and 24, 1993. During the inspection you were warned thiit it is illegal to market

cull dairy cattle which contain illegal ICVCIS of nntibi~ltics, A Wnrning Letter, dtitcd July 6,

1993, was sent to your firm as rI result d’ the vid{~ti(ms found during the inspcctiun, A second
inspection was conducted of your dairy m Fcbmry 28, 1996. During this second inspection
you were again warned thtit it is illcgnl to m~~rkctcull dairy cattle which contain illegal levels
of antibiotlca. A Wurning Letter, dated April 2, 1996, was sent to your firm as a result of the
violations found during the inspection, Also, the US. Dcptirtmcnt of Agriculture has sent you
Icttcrs for cuch of the cull cows and ciiks in which USDA imalysis found violotivc kwlm of
drug iesiducs. YOU t)iiv~ ftilld to tiik~ id~(~t]itt~ currcctlvc l~ctim It is your responsibility to

ensure thut till rcquhcmcl)ts uf thu Act wc Mng met Murc to ddcvc prompt corrective

it~tion tmty tcsult in cllf[lrwn]cnt wliot~ withtllll furlllcr mlticc, incltdlll~ scizutc find/of

injunction
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● AJB Ranch
Bakersfield, California

direct your reply to Thomas W, Gordon, Investigator, Food and Drug Administration, P.O.
Box 169, Frcsno, California 93707.

Sinccrcly yours,

Patricia C. Ziobro
District Director
San Francisco District
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