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Food and Drug Administmtion%

%>
Kansas City District●ll

Southwest Re ion
3111630 West 80 Street

P.o.Box 75905
Lenexa, Kansas 66285-5905
Telephone: (91 3) 752-2100

July 20, 2001

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

WARNING LETTER
Ref. KAN 2001-028

Mr. Eric N. Blomkuist, CEO
Farnam Companies, Inc.
301 W. Osborn
P.O. Box 34820
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Dear Mr. Blomkuist:

An inspection of your Council Bluffs, Iowa facility that serves as a manufacturing/repackagtig
site for animal feed and as a distribution operation for animal drugs and feeds conducted on
June 13-20, 2001 by an Investigator representing this office found significant deviations from
the requirements set forth in Title 21, Code of Federal Re.@ations, Part 589.2000- Animal
Proteins Prohibited in Ruminant Feed. This re=mlationis intended to prevent the establishment
and amplification of Bovine Spongiform Encephalophathy (BSE) within the borders of the
United States. Such deviations cause products being manufactured and/or distributed by your
facility to be adulterated within the meaning of Section 402(a)(4) and misbranded within the
meaning of Section 403(f) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (the Act).

The inspection revealed the following:

..

● There are no written procedures demonstrating the clean-out process used to prevent the
cross- contamination of product. Your fnm uses common equipment for product
manufactured with prohibited material and for feed and/or drugs that are not.

● Your fm distributes products that maj contain prohibited material, specifically Flex
Free, Equinyl, Generation and Max Flex, that are not labeled with the required
cautionary statement “DONot Feed to Cattle or Other Ruminants”.

The above is not intended to be an all-inclusive list of violations. As a manufacturer of
products intended for animal feed use you are responsible for assuring that your overall
operation and the products you manufacture and distribute are in compliance with the law. At
the conclusion of the inspection Form FI)A483, List of Inspectional Observations was issued to



Mr. Eric‘N. IYomkuist
FamamCompanies,IrJc.
JuIyQo,2001

Ronald G. Adler, Plant Manager idemifjing these and otlm deviations. A copy is enclosedfor your
information.

Our Investigatorreported a teIephonediscussionwith A& Barry G. l%rriscmwho identifiedhimselfas
the Corporate COI.UW1of theFarm CorUpankS,Inc. During this discussion Mr. Harrison,
repo~edly, claimedthe products in questionare exemptfrom the cautionary statementrequirement.
This chimed exemptionis based on the fact the products am intendedonly for the equinemarket and
your ‘firmdefines horses as pets. We cannot acceptWISclaimedexemptionbecause while somehorses
may be held as pets, horses are also workingani.maIsand in someparts of North America. food

.4
anlnlals.

.— —-—
.. ..

,

Based on our knowledgeof workingranches, homefeed is often stored in the same general area as
ruminantfeed making a conspicuouscautionarystatementvital on M& andsupplernen~con@tig
prohibitedmaterials. ‘ ~...“
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You should take prompt actionto correct the abovev;o~;iom”~d ‘k establish procedures wherebysuch
:- .,. :.

violationsdo wt reciu. Failure to make immediateand lasting corrections may result in regulatory
actionswithoa further notice includ~ butml Ii@@,@ prodwt,sehre and/or injunction.
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YOU shouldr&p&d, k writtig, w~&fi15Workg’&& ‘6i”.~es&ipsjou have taken to bring your firm
into compliawe with the law. Please iuchde ~ the”stepsyou plan to tab, the tkneikamefor
completingthese actions and any dm.rwntation dtionstrating the action’s completion. ~

Your response shouldbe directed to RalphJ. Gray, C~mplknce Officer at the above address,

‘ ““ “Z;ig%iif+
IQ&is City District 0f15ce. . . . ‘,

Enclosure

Cc: Mr. John C. Williams 3*,*
CEO, Manufacturing and Distribution
FarmunCompanies,Inc.
1302Lew lkxs Road
Council Bluffs, IA 51501
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