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1431 Harbor_Bay Parkwa !
Alameda  California 9450

Te'lephone 510-337-6700

Our Reference: 29-39754

January 31, 1997

Arend Van Vliet, Partner
Rock Creek Dairy

29770 E. Hwy. 4
Farmington, CA 95230

WARNING LETTER

Dear Mr. Van Vliet:

Tissue residue reports from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and an
investigation of your dairy on December 17, 1996, by Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Investigator Robert J. Anderson have revealed serious violations of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act as follows:

A food is adulterated under Section 402(a)(2)(D) of the Act if it contains a new animal drug that
is unsafe within the meaning of Section 512. On October 4, 1996 you sold a calf (identified by
USDA laboratory report number 256411) for slaughter as human food. This calf was delivered
for introduction into interstate commerce by your firm and was adulterated by the presence of
illegal drug residues. USDA analysis of tissues from this calf revealed tetracycline in the liver
at 0.99 parts per million (ppm), and in the kidney at 0.66 ppm. The tolerance level for residues
of tctracvclxnc in the edible tissues of cattle has been established at 0.25 ppm.

A food is adulterated under Section 402(a)(4) of the Act "if it has been prepared, packed, or
held under insanitary conditions...whereby it may have been rendered injurious to health." As
it applies in this case, "insanitary conditions” means that you hold animals which are ultimately
offered for sale for slaughter as food under conditions which are so inadequate that medicated
animals bearing possibly harmful drug residues are likely to enter the food supply. For
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their tissues. You also sold one calf which was found CAST posmv“‘

Also, the U.S. Dcpartment of Agnculture sent. you a'letter’ cove

their analysis found violative levels of drug residucs. You ha

steps you have taken to correct these violations and prcclude their’ recurre f corrective
action cannot be completed within fifteen working days, state the reason f ”',"‘;'delay and the
time frame within which corrections will be completed. Your rcsponse ‘sho ‘:addrcss each
discreparcy brought to your attention during the inspection and in this' ‘letter; and should
include copies of any documentation demonstrating that corrections have been made. Please
direct your reply to John M. Reves, Compliance Officer.

Sincerely yours,
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-~y Pat C. Ziobro
District Director
San Francisco District
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