Public Health Service

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES ' ’Food and Drug Administration

D142R

' Dallas District
3310 Live Oak Street

‘Dallas; Texas 75204-6191

January 29, 1997

Ref: 97-DAL-WL-#14

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Varner, Owners
Vamer & Varner

Rt. 2, Box 74

Bristow, Oklahoma 74010

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Varner:

An investigation of your cattle order buyer/dealer operation on December 18, 1996, and January
9. 1997, confirmed that you offered an animal for sale for slaughter as food in-violation of
Section 402(a)(2)(D) and 402(a)(4) of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (the Act), and
you caused animal drugs to become adulterated within the meaning of Section 501(a)(5) of the
Act. A food is adulterated if it bears or contains a new animal drug (or conversion product
thereof) which is unsafe within the meaning of Section 512 of the Act (Section 402(a)(2)(D)).

On November 12, 1996, Varner & Varner delivered a spotted steer identiﬁed.-_with',pack tag
#73CE8520 along wit wdditional head of cattle to
‘on behalf of

(mispelle pon: drive-in
ticket). ® The spott. ‘d steer bearing back tags #73CE8520 and
#95099 war subsequently purchi ised and sold for s “aughter as human food ¢
on November 22, 1996. USDA analysis (Laboratory Report
#847376) of tissue mmples collected from this animal identified the presence of sulfamethazine
at 0.38 ppm in liver and 0.25 ppm in muscle. A tolerance of 0.1 ppm has been established for
residues of sulfamethazine in the edible tissues of cattle (Title 21 Code of Federal Regulations
556.670). The presence of this drug in edible tissue from this animal causes the food to be
adulterated.

Our investigation found that vou hold animals under conditions which are so inadequate that
discased animals and/or medicated animals bearing potentially harmful drug residues are likely
to enter the tood supply. You do not have assurance, and make no attempt to gain the
assurances from sellers. that animals for which vou take possession as an order buyer in the
name of a second party.owner and subsequently offer in the name of the second party/owner for
sale for slaughter have not been medicated prior to the shipment to the slaughter facility. Your
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Mr. and Mrs. Sam Varner, Owners
Page 3 - January 29, 1997

To avoid future illegal residue violations, you should take precautions such as:

1) Impleinenting a system to identify the animals you purchase with records to
establish traceability to the source of the animal;

2) Implementing a system to determine from the source of the animal whether the
animal has been medicated and with what drugs; and

3) If the animal has been medicated, either by the seller or your buyer/dealer
operation, implementing a control system to withhold the animal from slaughter
for an appropriate period of time to dcplctc potentially hazardous residues of

You should notify this office, in writing, within fifteen (15) working days of receipt of this
letter, of the specific steps you have taken to correct the noted violations, including an
explanation of each step being t vent the recurrence of similar violations. If corrective
et i fifteen ( workin . ! n for the I

the time within which the corrections will be completed. Also include copies of any available
documentation demonstrating that corrections have been made

Your reply should be sent to James R. Lahar, Compliance Officer, at the above letterhead
address {

address §
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