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Dr. Mark McClellan
Commisgioner of the FDA
5606 Fishers Lane
Rockville MD 20857

Dear Dir. McClellan:

I am writing to express my concern regarding the potential availability of emergency
contraception over-the-counter without prescription. I appreciate your concern for the public
health of our citizens. However this over-the-counter availability in my opinion will only
add significant risk to the well-being of our nation’s young people, in particular. With the
availability of emergency contraception over-the-counter many voung women will be
coerced into sexual activity with the false sense of security of having over-the-counter
contraception available, not understanding that this is only a backup method. In addition
they will undoubtedly increase their risk substantially of significant sexually-transmitted
diseases and would no longer be presenting io the office for screening, counseling or regular
Pap smears, which we all know do contribute to the prevention of cervical cancer.

I realize that strong opinions from both sides can make this issue quite volatile. However I
feel that if the substantial detrimental risks 10 our nation’s youth are considered versus the
benefit, certainly the potential risks outweigh the benefit.

Again, thank you for your efforts on behalf of our citizens and for your careful consideration
to this issue.
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