Memorandum of Meeting

Date: May 30, 2003

Location: CFSAN, Wiley Building, Room 4B-047

Participants:

Food and Drug Administration: 

Joe Levitt, Chris Taylor, Kathy Ellwood, Pete Salsbury 

Industry: 

Peter Hutt, Grocery Manufacturers of America (GMA)

Alison Kretser, GMA

Robert Reeves, ISED

Cary Frye, International Dairy Foods Association

Dave Dexler, Snack Food Association

Sheila Cohn, National Restaurant Association

John Packman, The Coca-Cola Company

Lee Sanders, American Bakers Association

Bob Garfield, American Frozen Food Institute

Subject: Qualified Health Claims for Conventional Foods
Peter Hutt thanked FDA for today’s meeting and for conversations with industry on qualified health claims. He said that GMA had submitted comments to the docket in response to the Guidance for Industry for qualified health claims and he wanted to present these in person.

Mr. Hutt led a discussion on the topics in the comments GMA submitted to the docket, including suggested pre-market notification procedures that he said would be authorized under the Constitution. He said that he could do more legal analysis on this point.  Other topics discussed included: the need for public comment on proposed qualified health claims; FDA consolidating similar health claim petitions; the timeframe to review petitions; standard language versus flexibility on how companies could express a health claim on labeling; determining what is misleading to consumers; the importance of consumer studies data in health claim petitions; guidance for industry until procedures are in the Federal Register and Code of Federal Regulations; how to determine the weight of evidence; evidence ranking systems used by other sectors; and the need for a process that’s systematic, that everyone understands and is neutral, objective and independent.

Mr. Levitt thanked GMA for their submission to the docket and for organizing the meeting.








/s/

Peter A. Salsbury

Executive Operations Staff

June 23, 2003
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