May 22, 2002

New Alliance Will Lead to Collaboration on IT Standards

The National Alliance for Health Information Technology, a new organization dedicated to developing and implementing standards-based health care information systems, will officially launch its efforts on June 25, 2002 in Washington, D.C., bringing together hospital and health system leaders, technology companies, manufacturers, policy makers and others concerned about this critical health care issue.

Making better use of information technology is an issue that health care professionals confront every day.  The potential benefits are clear – improving patient care and safety; increasing workforce productivity and satisfaction; streamlining payment, billing, and administrative systems; efficiently managing assets and resources; and meeting consumer expectations for service and access to information.  If this is so appealing and important, though, why aren’t we further along – because the lack of standards and uniformity has been a major impediment to implementing a strong, more consistent use of technology.

Momentum is already building.  The Alliance’s founding members include the American Hospital Association, the American Health Information Management Association, the American Medical Group Association, the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists, Bridge Medical, the College of Healthcare Information Management Executives, Consorta Catholic Resource Partners, CSC’s Global Health Solutions, the Healthcare Financial Management Association, the Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society, Premier, and VHA.  

But you can too take part in this key initiative.  First, attend the kick-off event and forum hosted by the AHA in Washington, D.C. on June 25, which will address the urgent need to develop standards-based information systems throughout health care.  Second, get on board now by becoming a founding member of the National Alliance for Health Information Technology.  A prospectus for the new alliance will be available at the June 25 meeting.   

Call (800) 424-4301 to learn how to register for the June 25 meeting or to find out more about the Alliance.

