April 15,2001

Dr. Sharon Benz, Leader Nutrition & Labeling Team FDA - é’\flvﬁ 9 w FAY 10 p1 25
Center for Veterinary Medicine , k

7500 Standish Place, HFV- 228

Rockville, Maryland 20855

Dr. John Breitsman, Feed Program Specialist

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Plant Industry
2301 N. Cameron Street

Harrisburg, PA’ 17110 9408

| am a breeder of Arabian horses and an owner of pet dogs and cats. As such | am
extremely concermned about removal from sale of supplements designed for animals. |
am not aware of such a number of srde effects that thls drastrc actlon should be '
necessary.

| want supplements that are designed by veterinarians or quallfled companies
knowledgeable in anlmal nutrition, and that are appropnate in doseand chemistry for

my partlcular ani

If these supplements are made |llegal research on supplements for companlon

animals will be stlfled “and we want research done on these helpful but non- ...
patentable substances People will be left with no choice but to reach for human
supplements whrch are not formulated for animals and left to completely guess at what
course of action may be best for the pet they dearly love.”

Consider that:

_People can consume herbals and nutraceutlcals (MSM glucosamlne etc.) but
they are “lllegal" to feed to horses because a small percentage of horses go for human
food.

_There are an estimated 6.9 million horses in this country Itis an industry that
involves $25.3 billion a year. ‘

—In 1999 approximately 70,000 US horses were slaughtered for food This
means the other 99% of the US horse population may be prevented from benefltlng
from the supplements of the owner's choice. ..

.. _The ccncern over the trace amounts of herbs and nutra
that go for food is totally unf anc:
human’consumption here and abroad in their undil form.

, ~Laws permit the feedlng of prescription drugs and oTC organophosphate
pestxcrdes and tox 'wormers wrth no label restrictions other than "not for use in:;
horses intended for food", . .." B N

utlcals ln the horses |
,e approved for
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The median income for horse- -owning families is $60, 000 compared to
$36,000 for all households. Horse owners are an influential segment of the voting
public. And believe me, my husband and | vote in each and every election.

Removal of animal supplements from sale will not solve the problem mdeed it
will S|gn|f|cantly worsen the situation. Please, let's avoid a New "Prohibition” of
substances that we have used safely and successfully for many years.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely, :
:/.’(.uﬂ 0 %%S

Kathleen McCarthy
Cedarwind Farms

33605 S.E. 99th St.
Snoqualmie, WA. 98065
425-888-4961

cc: Ali Kashani, Feed and Fertilizer Program Admlnlstrator
Washington Department of Agrlculture ‘

P.O. Box 42589

Olympia, Washington 98504-2589

... Bob Arrington, Assistant Director

Washington Department of Agriculture
Pesticide Management Division

P.O. Box 42589

Olympia, WA 98504-2589 =
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