December 23, 2002

Keith Webber, PhD

Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MD  20852

Dear Dr. Webber:  

The AgBiotech Planning Committee (ABPC) requests an extension of the deadline for comments on the Federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) September 2002 draft document entitled  “Guidance for Industry:  Drugs, Biologics, and Medical Devices Derived from Bioengineered Plants for use in Humans and Animals” until February 10, 2003.  The ABPC is a coalition of agriculture producers, processors, merchandisers, food manufactures and processors, and technology providers that support the continued availability and marketability of agricultural and food biotechnology products.

ABPC members applaud the FDA for providing guidance regarding the production of plant made pharmaceuticals and look forward to providing comments and recommendations regarding regulation of these products.  Our organizations are focusing significant attention to reach consensus across the food chain on issues of mutual interest and support finalizing the guidance as soon as possible.

Recent enforcement actions by United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and FDA to protect the integrity of the food supply, and USDA/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service’s indication that additional requirements for field tests of plants producing proteins for non-food use for public comment are coming soon, justifies this request for additional time to respond to the FDA guidance document.  An extension of the deadline for comment will help ensure that U.S. government regulation of these plants are coordinated, consistent and sufficiently stringent to protect the nation’s food supply and public health.

The ABPC looks forward to FDA’s prompt response to this request.  Our organizations will be glad to provide any additional information or input that will be helpful.

Sincerely,

American Seed Trade Association

American Soybean Association

CropLife America 

Biotechnology Industry Organization

Grocery Manufacturers of America

National Association of Wheat Growers

National Corn Growers Association

National Cotton Council

National Food Processors Association

National Oilseed Processors Association

North American Millers Association

Cc:
Dr. Jim Maryanski

      
Mr. Bob Lake


Mr. Eric Flamm

