July 24, 2002

Embassy of Argentina Meeting Notes

Visitors:  
Alejandro Casiro, Trade Counselor



Mariano Ripari, Office of Agricultural Affairs

FDA:

Minna Golden, Beverly Corey, Robin Woo, Michelle Velasquez

General discussion:

Argentina would like to work with FDA and focus on food safety/food security

along with implementation of the BT legislation.  We provided the two visitors with copies of the Stakeholder Letter and attachments and explained that we have just begun our efforts and were dedicated to meeting the deadline as set by Congress.  We apologized for not being able to say much but explained the four regulations that just now being worked on.

The embassy did not receive the Letter to Stakeholders from FDA as of yet.  Please resend.

Questions and concerns about the BT legislation:

1-What do we mean by processing?  Is it packing, warehousing?  What qualifies as processing—on the farm, too?

2-What is a “threat”? Please define clearly.

3-Will there be tools in place/safeguards against US industry competition using accusations of threat to interfere with trade?

4-The Sections mandate “linked” behaviors. You must have a registration number to pre-notify on a shipment, and provide trace back and trace forward info as well on it, right?

5-Anyone having anything to do with food production in Argentina will want to register, just in case they might want to export to the US.  So they predict we will have a much larger burden of registration than just those who currently do business with us.

6-Foreign entities must nominate a US agent.  Every company will have to seek an agent if they don’t already have one.  Please define “agent” and the role of the agent.  What kind of information does the agent have access to?  (Refer to current medical device registration procedures to see what they have in place relating to this).  

7-Many companies already have several agents for a variety of purposes—which one should they put down if they can only list one?

8-Customers will have a right to ask for the agent’s information.  This might provide the competition with information and give them an advantage. 

9-Will we recognize other registration systems already in place in lieu of the new one?

Response given:  No, everyone must register in the new system and obtain a new non-disclosable registration number.

10-What kind of information will they have to provide?  What is the critical data set?  Will there be a place to list all the products on one form, or will they have to register for each one?

11-Will there be multi-lingual registration?

12-Will meat and poultry exporters register through this system or through some other system with USDA? [Minna-- We need some interagency cooperation here to make this easier for importers.]

13-How will we handle the port of entry?  Who will receive the documents—customs, FDA inspectors?  What will happen if some papers or numbers are missing?  Will they be allowed to unload the cargo? 

14-How will the US agencies cooperate on this?  There is concern that the new  agency of Homeland Security will come in and change everything.

15-How fast can registration be done realistically?  What will happen on December 12th and the days shortly thereafter if the law comes into effect then and no one is yet registered but trade must continue to flow.  How quickly can we get started; what delays might be expected? [Robin:  it is right in the middle of the holiday season, too!] 

16-Do people need to re-register annually or just once?  Will the system automatically update?

17-Are we going to offer special options to trade partners, like NAFTA?

We mentioned that we were planning a series of meetings to discuss the roll-out of the new regs with the public.  There would be a big one in DC and some regional ones in the US.  We hope to have a special meeting soon for the Embassies, and in particular for those who represent our most important trade partners, to get suggestions and feedback .  Eventually we hope to hold explanatory meetings internationally, once the regs are firmed up—perhaps the Latin American meeting might be held in Buenos Aires, if Argentina were interested in hosting.  Both visitors were positive that would be the case.

