
Brochure developed and mailed by Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection and 

Florida Department of Health entitled 

State of Florida Best Management Practices 
for Scrap Dental Amalgam - Guidelines for 

Dental Offices 

Including DOT guidelines for regulating 
hazardous substance - mercury. 



inti~tianwuhlhe~fkatalAiacciathm 
@wk*%cameaerca~devaopmentdguide- 
Iii.& thCwycl.h@af &la~&@m*.*of- 
ficw. %e~e’vohmtary gddelines were deveioped b 
help dental of&s handle and recycle the mercury in 
amalgams used for dental restorations in compliance 
with applicable environmental, biomedical, occupa- 
tional health and transportation regulations. The DEP 
has determined that, as of August ZQUl, compliance 
with these voluntary management practices will also 
constitute ~mpliancu with DEI: DOH, FL DOT and 
USOSHAreguh~thatapplytoscrapdenfaIamal- 
grm. If you choose not to manage scrap dental amal- 
gam inaccmdance with the52 voluntaty management 
practices, it is your responsibility to assure that your 
fact&y operates in mmpliance with aU regulations. 

Par detailed hazardous and biomedical waste disposal 
requiwments, refer to appropriate DEI: DOHand Oc- 
cupational Safety and Health Administration (03-M) 
publications. refer to Department of Transportation 
(LJSDOT) regotations for detailed shipping require- 
ments. 

gam, x-iay fixer solution and lead fail from x-ray fihn 
(rombirsed)permonththeyaRregulatedascondition- 
ayrexemptsmaUsuantitygeneratora(CESQC)byDEI! 

It is important to develop scrap amalgam guidelines to 
ensure that mercury is not released into the environ- 
ment. So, its reclamation is extremely important for 
envimnmental and health-safety reasons. By keeping 
scrap amalgam separate fmm otha waste, it can be 
reclaimed and recycled. Recycling isdone by qualified 
reclamation companies through a distillation process. 
The rnermcy is then reused in new products, inclod- 
ing dental amalgam. 

Forde~supportingrrguktolydocumentatianand 
mo~informationabout~ehebestmanagementpactices 
forscrapdental amalgam,callDEPat @50)4&%0300or 
visit the DEP Nkb site (www.dep.state.fl.us). 



Scrap Denta 
Management 

I 

Best Management Practices for Scrap Dental Amalgam 
sonrces of scrap Dental Amalgam 
from operat.ions 
There are three sources of scrap amalgam from dental op. 

SHPPing e-P Ama%am 
PoUow these requirements when shipping scrap amalgam 
to a mercury reclamation facility: , 

The Dos and Don% 
of Scrap Amalgam Management 

Dental bffices that ship les~than two pounds of scrap 
amalgam (onepounddmercury)permntainerarenot 
mpdred to meet any DOT regulations. 
Written mcords, including the name and address of the 
dental office shipping the scrap amalgam, the amount 
shipped, the date of the shipment and the name and 
address of the reclamation facility receiving the ship- 
ment, must be retained for three years. 
If the sbippingmntainercontains two pounds or more 
of scrap amalgam (one pound of mercury), it is regu- 
latedasa DOTClass 9hazardous substance. In thiscase, 
a mercury reclamation facility should provide the 
needed documentation to meet all necessary DOT ship 
pingrequiremenls. 

Do keepamalgam usageforeachrestocation to the 
smallesl amount necessary for the procedure. 
Do use precapsufated dental amalgam only. 
Do use disposable amalgam traps if prachcal. 
Do sterilize reusable amalgam traps if d.isposable 
are not appropriate for your practice facdity. 
Doinstallatleast twofiltersonthe~acuwnpumps. 
Da change the vacuum pump filters at least once 
a month. 

B Excess amalgam which is mixed, but not used; dam- 
aged capsules. 

B  Amalgam from the operatory. This can be unused 
mixed amalgam or amalgam retrieved from operatory 
drain traps. Amalgam fmm operatory drain traps can 
be ham&d as scrap amalgam as long as the haps con- 
tain little or no Iissue. 

waste and cannot be placed in the same container a8 
extracted teeth with amalgam. 

Handllneof-P- 
1. 

2. 

1. 

Marked Container Place scrap amalgam from all three 
sources into a “sharps type” container (as deBned by 
OSHA) that is initially marked “BiohazardcusP To dif- 
ferentiate from biomedical waste which is placed in a 
red bag OF container, the scrap amalgam container 
should be a different color (silver). A  “sharps type” con- 
taker may be supplied by the recycler or reclamation 
facility. 
Decontaminates When the container is full or ready for 
shipment, add enough 1:lO bleachwater solution to 
cover the scrap amalgam in the container This ensures 
that the scrap amalgam has been decontaminated per 
OS-IA. To ensure that the decontamination solution 
strength does not dies&ate over tiine, do not add the .- 

Reclamation FBdlMea 
The Florida Department of Environmental Pmtectionmain- 
tainsa list of in-state andout-of-statemercuryreclamation 
faciliti~that~rrentlyreceives~pamalgamandthathave 
been investigated by the DEP to verify proper management 
of scmp amalgam, including proper management of the 
mercury CalI the DBP at (85C) 488-0300 or visit the DEP 
Web site for the list 

Do label strap amalgam containers with your 
name, address and phone number and the date. 
Do disassemble and clean the amalgamator on a 
regular basis. 
Do properly seal aU amalgam capsules before amal- 
gamation. 
Doreassembleopiulesimmediatelyafterdispens 
ing the amalgam. 
Do determine if your dental office is a condttion- 
ally exempt smaUquantity generator. 
Do select a recycler that meets all federal and state 
regulations for thereclamationofamalgamwaste. 
DoplacemercuryspiUIdBinconvenientlocatio~ 
for easy access in your dental office. 
Dohokitminiogsemionsahddevelopwnttenpm- 
ceduran to ensure that aU dental-office personnel 
kMw’tipmp@kchniqwsforhandlingandus- 
ing mercury; how to immediately cleanup a mer- 
~api&andhoWtomanagescmpamolgam. 

B  ,.,q&;;~ ;~~~;.~~~.~~,~~~~~. 

Do keep written records of your generation and 
disposal of scrap amalgam. 
Do recycle all elemental mercury and amalgam. 
Do store amalgam in a container with an air tight 
fittinglid. 


