
.. ,~`Sat N'C 'F

°'i Lb N44TE3a STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE
silver Spring, Maryland 2C7 ~3̀ '1 0

. ., ' L 7
~~AP 19 T3;7

Dr, Robert Brackett, Directo r
L.S . Food and Drug Administration
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition
Harvey W . Wiley Federal Building

5 I0 3 Paint Branch Parkway 1 } s C9 2
College Park, Maryland 207 40-3835

Dear Dr. Brackett'

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National Marine Sanctuary
Program (NMSP) is concerned about impactsto water quality from food safety practices
for leafy greens -town along California's Central Coast. Weare writing to encourage the
development and approval of guidelines thin are based on sound science and ar e
protective of both food safety and water quality ,

The agricultural industry is currently developing a best pract ices document for leafy
greens that wi ll become mandatory after it is reviewed and approved by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (iTSFDA) and the California Food and Drug Administration
{CI3FA}, The USFDA recommendations encourage gzo-wers to el iminate any non -crop,
vegetation i n or around fields such as shrubs and grasses that could potentially harbor
wildlife, R iparian buffers , grassed waterways, filter strips and other forms of nvr t-crop
vegetation are critical conservation measures for reduction of sedimentation and filtering
of otherpollutants . These pract i ces are effective runoff control measures applied
throughout the nation . Removing these buf€ers may have significant adverse impacts on
our long-tersn efforts to reduce agr icultural pollutants draining to the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary ( . N€t9S) .

The N '.4SS is a federally prtsie4ted marine area adjacent to 276 miles of California's
Central Coast, encompassing a rich diversity of fishes , marine mammals, seabirds and
invertebrate l ife . It rece ives runoff from eleven major watersheds that support intensive
agricultural production, including the Salinas Valley , the heart of the country's lettuce
industry . Since 1999, the NMS has been working with the agricultural industry and
many agency partners, including the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service,
University of California Cooperative Extension, Resource Conservation Districts and the
Cen tral Coast Agriculture Water Quality Coalition (a coalition of Farm Bureaus) through
atoll aborat i ve body known as the Agriculture Water Quality Alliance (AWQA) ,
AWQA partners work voluntarily with growers to improve water qual ity by
implementing conservation practices that are effective a t reducing agricultural pollution,
including m any practices involving non-crop vegetative fi}ters . Our agricultural partners
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