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Environmental protection

October 25, 2006

Dr. Robert Brackett
U .S. Food and Drug Administration
CFSAN HFS-001
Harvey W. Wiley Federal Building
5100 Paint Branch Parkway
College Park, MD 20740-3835

Dear Dr. Brackett:

This letter is to address USFDA's food safety guidelines' that are causing the
minimization or removal of on-farm vegetation and riparian vegetation in response to
perceived threats from wildlife . The minimization or removal of such vegetation will
result in water quality impacts and will likely increase violations of water quality
standards. We understand the concern over food safety issues ; however, the solution
should address both food safety and water quality, rather than create additional large-
scale problems .

The Central Coast Water Board is committed to restoring healthy watersheds and
riparian areas as a primary means of improving water quality throughou t the Central
Coast. The increased attention to food safety due to the recent 0157 :H7 E. coli
outbreak within Salinas Valley has raised our concern that food safety guidelines and
Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) may conflict with the Central Coast Water Board's
mission to protect water quality, and may increase water quality violations in farming
areas. We are very concerned abou t the conflict between our efforts to imp rove on-
farm vegetation including riparian corridors and recommendations to reduce potential
threats from wildlife by removing vegetation . Although the guidelines are stated
cautiously, they have been interpreted to require removal of all wildlife habitat and
vegetation anywhere in the vicinity of the crop . Removing vegetation near fields is likely
to negatively affect in-stream temperatures, dissolved oxygen content, turbidity, nutrient
and pesticide concentrations and negatively impact the Water Board's agricultural
regu lation and TMDL programs .

~ Guidel i nes recommended by, funded by or at the request of the US F DA that this letter re fers to include : Guide to
Minimize Micro bi[tl Food Safely Hazards for Fresh Fruits nurt Vegetables, FDA, October 26, 1998; Food Safety
Begins on the Farin, A Grower's Guide. Good Agricultural Practices for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables, Anusuya
Rangarajan, Elizabeth A B i hn , Robert B . Gravani, D onna L. Scott, and Marvi n P . P i tts ; Commodity Specific Food
Safety Guidelines jor the Lettuce and Leafy Greens Supply Chain, International Fresh-cut Pro duce Association .
Produce Market i ng Association, United Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Associ at ion, Western Growers, April, 2006, . .!i
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